EXTENSIVE READING CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

What teachers* do to weave extensive reading into the language curriculum.

Extensive Reading & Oral Skills

Book reports (lots of ways to do them)


[informal] Pairs talk about books they read for 5 minutes.


[timed] After the first report (4 minutes), students change partners and report again (for 3 minutes), then change partners and report (for 2 minutes).


[art] Students draw a picture based on the book they read and talk about it with a partner.


[book clubs] In small groups, advanced students discuss books read in common.

Drama (lots of ways)  

After reading a book, students


prepare and give a dramatic reading of a short passage


[role play] prepare role cards for some of the characters and improvise a scene with classmates.


write a script and rehearse classmates to act it out.

Listening  Teachers. . .


play the tape of a book in parts as a serial.


play short parts of several books to whet students' appetites


at the end of class, give a short oral report on a good book

Extensive Reading & Writing

Book reports (lots of ways)


Edit them for the class newspaper or website.


One-sentence summaries (students summarize a book in one sentence) [easy to check!]


Students write letters, asking questions to characters in the book.


Students choose gifts for book characters, and explain their choices.

Students write reading material for their peers


Stories; memories  (Edit and illustrated, these are added to the class library.)


New endings for books (The best are added to the books themselves.)

Extensive Reading & Reading

Focus on reading strategies

Students do 'thinkalouds.'  In pairs, a student reads a passage from their current book sentence by sentence, telling their partner after each sentence what they were thinking while reading that sentence.

Focus on literature


In their current book, students look for metaphors and similes.


Students discuss the genres of the books they are reading (e.g., romance, thriller, ghost story).

Extensive Reading & Vocabulary

Students write some of the new words from their reading in notebooks or on cards.  After doing dictionary work, they share their discoveries with each other.


In their current book, students find examples of idioms.


In their current book, students find examples of collocations.

Homework: Extensive reading is suitable homework for ALL language classes.  While reading easy books, students


think in the foreign language.


make emotional connections with it.

* For these and other ideas, thank you 50 teachers including (in the room today) Richard Day, Claire Hitosugi, Midori Iwano and Kunitaro Mizuno.
